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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kajinuma (6,132,258). 

Kajinuma, figures 1, 5, 11 and 14, discloses an electrical connector comprising: 
first and second connectors (10 and 20), which are connectable to each other in 
a predetermined connecting direction; 

wherein the first connector comprising a housing (12), a plurality of contacts (14) 
supported by the housing, and a metal reinforcement member (16) fixed to the housing 
and extending in a first direction perpendicular to the connecting direction; 

wherein the reinforcement member including a pair of engagement projections (16b); 

wherein the second connector comprising an engagement groove (22a) engageable 
with the reinforcement member; and 

wherein the first and second connectors are permitted to be offset from each other in 
the first direction intersecting the connecting direction and guided with respect to each 
other for connection thereof when the pair of engagement projections of the 
reinforcement member are introduced into the engagement groove. 
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Regarding claim 2, figure 5, wherein the second connector comprising a housing 
(22), and a plurality of contacts (24) supported by the housing thereof, and wherein the 
engagement groove is provided in the housing of the second connector. 

Regarding claim 3, wherein the reinforcement member including two 
reinforcement members, and the engagement groove including two engagement 
grooves, and wherein the two reinforcement members are respectively provided in 
association with the two engagement grooves. 

Regarding claim 4, figure 1 , wherein the housing of the first connector comprising 
a pair of opposed side walls extending in the first direction, and a pair of fixture grooves 
(12a) respectively extending along the side walls, and wherein the two reinforcement 
members are respectively fixed in the corresponding fixture grooves of the housing of 
the first connector. 

Regarding claim 5, figures 4 and 5, wherein the housing of the first connector 
having generally rectangular shape as seen in the connecting direction, and wherein the 
engagement projections of the two reinforcement members are disposed in the vicinity 
of four corners of the rectangular housing of the first connector. 

Regarding claim 9, figure 1 1 , wherein the reinforcement members each including 
a main portion (16a) extending along the corresponding fixture groove, and wherein the 
engagement projections of each of the reinforcement members project from opposite 
ends of the main portion in the first direction. 
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Regarding claim 10, wherein the first connector comprising a connector mounted 
on a circuit board, and the reinforcement member is soldered to the circuit board 
(column 3, lines 34-37). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 6-8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of the reference discloses the engagement projections of the reinforcement 
member including first oblique guide surfaces and the engagement groove associated 
with the reinforcement member including a pair of second oblique guide surfaces, in 
combination with the other claimed elements of the embodiments recited. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh-Tarn T. Le whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2094. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 
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7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on 571-272-2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



TL. 

06/22/04. 
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